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Our First Big Trip 

By Tina Dean 

 

 

In June 2000 we set off on our óFirst Big Tripô travel in Australia holiday, we had been planning for 

about 12 months, full of excitement and anticipation the day had finally come that we left home on 

our first Aussie Adventure. 

Our itinerary started from country Victoria travelling to Central Australia, Darwin, Kakadu and 

travelling south via Outback QLD and NSW all in 6 weeks and approx 10,000 kilometres. 
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ITINERARY 

View, Save, Print and Share PDF of itinerary 

 

Day 1 ï Left Victoria and drove to Port Augusta SA 

Day 2 ï Port Augusta to Coober Pedy  

Day 3 ï Explored Coober Pedy 

Day 4 ï Coober Pedy to Ayers Rock Resort Campground 

Day 5 ï Climbed & walked around Uluru - Ayers Rock NT 

Day 6 ï Ayers Rock Campground to Kings Canyon 

Day 7 ï Walked around Kings Canyon 

Day 8 ï Kings Canyon to Palm Valley 

Day 9 ï Explored Palm Valley 

Day 10 ï Palm Valley to Alice Springs 

Day 11 ï Visited Desert Wildlife Park  

Day 12 ï Alice Springs 

Day 13 ï Alice Springs to Tennant Creek NT 

Day 14 ï Tennant Creek to Mataranka 

Day 15 ï Swam in the Mataranka Thermal Pools 

Day 16 ï Mataranka to Katherine Gorge 

Day 17 ï Cruised the Katherine Gorge 

Day 18 ï Katherine to Litchfield National Park visited Wangi Falls 

Day 19 ï Litchfield N.P travelled to Berry Springs 

Day 20 ï Berry Springs visited Territory Wildlife Park 

Day 21 - Staying at Berry Springs NT - explored Darwin 
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Day 22 ï Stayed at Berry Springs ï enjoyed water slide and relaxed 

Day 23 ï Staying at Berry Springs - explored Darwin 

Day 24 ï Staying at Berry Springs went on Croc Cruise on Adelaide River 

Day 25 ï Travelled to Travelled to Kakadu and stayed at Jabiru 

Day 26 ï Stayed at Jabiru and visited Jim Jim Falls 

Day 27 ï Travelled to Daly Waters Pub and camped 

Day 28 ï Daly Waters to Barkly Homestead 

Day 29 ï Barkly Homestead to Mount Isa 

Day 30 ï Mount Isa to Winton stayed at North Gregory Hotel 

Day 31 ï Winton to Longreach - went to Stockmanôs Hall of Fame 

Day 32 ï Longreach - went to Stockmanôs Hall of Fame 

Day 33 ï Longreach to Blackall 

Day 34 ï Blackall to Charlieville 

Day 35 ï Charlieville Camel Races and Rodeo 

Day 36 = Charlieville to Bourke 

Day 37 ï Bourke to Dubbo 

Day 38 - Visited Dubbo Zoo travelled to West Wyalong 

Day 39 ï West Wyalong to Shepparton 

Day 40 - Shepparton to Home 
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Map of our Journey 
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Day One   We left extremely early on Day One very excited and hopefully prepared as best we 

could be, we were travelling with another family who had not been on a trip like this either. We had 

all been camping in tents many times and travelled interstate a only a few times so it really was a 

great adventure!  

Our first day was to be the biggest drive going from Country Victoria to Port Augusta about 10 

hours driving. What a day,  we gladly stayed in a cabin that night at the Big 4 Tourist Park. 

 

Day 2 & 3   From here everything gets more interesting and exciting, we drove to Coober Pedy 

we were all excited. Everything written about Coober Pedy is right it is a very unique town, which 

has to be seen to be believed. We arrived in Coober Pedy mid afternoon.                                 

Click Here for our Coober Pedy Experience we stayed in Coober Pedy for 2 nights. 
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Day 4 & 5     We left Coober Pedy early in the morning and our next stop was Ayers Rock 

Resort Campground. We arrived mid afternoon and setup camp. Our kids started playing cricket 

with the camping kids next to us and then all the parents met and we all clicked.  They had 

climbed Uluru -  Ayers Rock that day even a 6yo. 

 

The next day we climbed Uluru - Ayers Rock, driving out to Ayers Rock is spectacular, for 20 

minutes you can see it getting bigger and bigger, one of kids said they could see ants climbing up 

the side, people of course!  
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We climbed it which took about an hour to climb and was hard work, but an amazing view from the 

top, the kids had been told by people climbing down there is a coke machine on top - No Coke 

Machine to be seen!! We climbed down that took about 30 minutes and then we started to walk 

around the base for the short walk that was supposed to take 30 minutes.  

 

Around the base of Uluru ï Ayers Rock is some fascinating aboriginal paintings. 

Somehow we kept walking past where the short walk was to stop and we had gone close to half 

way, so we kept on going for about 2 hours total, finally we got around it, every side was a 

different view, about 9 km with a few blisters. 
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It was incredible to experience Ayers Rock we have all seen photos of it - it is far bigger and more 

amazing than you can imagine. 

We went back to camp and out campers next to us told us they were travelling the same way as 

us Kings Canyon, Palm Valley and Alice Springs so we travelled with them for the next 10 days, 

which was great they had been to this area quite a few years ago which was a help to us. 

 

Day 6 & 7   Next morning we continued our trip and drove around the Mereenie Loop to Kings 

Canyon Campground, set up camp. Early next morning we all left to go to Kings Canyon together. 
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Which was another very long walk for several hours but with some more amazing views? Kings 

Canyon is in the Watarrka National Park and is necessary to buy a permit to visit the area. 

Walking around the rim like we did takes 3-4 hours, the walls of the canyon are 270 high. Walking 

through the gorge in the base of the canyon will take about 1 hour. Either way Kings Canyon is 

spectacular. 

 

Day 8  & 9 - This morning we packed up and left King Canyon Resort campground and drove 

around 'Mereenie Loop' further to Palm Valley, the track in is only for 4WD vehicles getting to the 

campground which was a variety of driving on sand, creek crossings and rough tracks. 
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We setup camp and went for a short walk nearby, the photo to the right shows where we walked to 

and over and was a great look out. Everywhere we go is different, the plant life, rock formations 

the variety is quite amazing. 

 

Back at camp we soon found that there is a resident emu, which was very amusing most of the 

time but also a pest, taking food etc. the Park Ranger called him 'Psycho' LOL thatôs exactly what 

he was. 
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 Palm Valley is part of Finke Gorge National Park and named after the species of 'Red cabbage 

palm'. The walk through the valley was very impressive, only had a little bit of water in creeks, 

plenty of water would be flowing with some decent rain. 

 

 Day 10, 11 & 12    Next day we packed up again and drove to Alice Springs and camped at 

the Big 4 Tourist Park. We needed to stock up on food so we did that and played the tourist and 

looked around. This photo is the entrance to Alice Springs surrounded by the McDonnell Ranges. 
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While we were in Alice Springs we visited the Desert Wildlife Park, The Telegraph Station and 

drove out to Namitjira Drive and visited Glen Helen Gorge and Ormiston Gorge which is pictured 

here to the right. We loved Ormiston Gorge, once again very different and stunning.  

 

 The last night that we stayed at Alice Springs a school band from near home was touring which 

was very strange, so far from home. They played as a feature for the night as the park usually has 

some sort of entertainment organised. 
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It's great how these suprise things happen that add to the holiday (providing they are Good things) 

So far we had met a great family to travel with, Physcho the emu added an interesting touch to 

Palm Valley and being in the same place as the school band. I wonder what else can happen!! 

This photo is of Alice Springs first known waterhole. 

 

 

 

Day 13    Next morning we packed up once again, the family we met were from Sydney were 

departing heading back to Sydney, before we left they suggested we all go to 'The Kimberley' in 

2003, we had met the nicest people who we got along with amazingly well with. We have met 

them somewhere every year since, we went to the Kimberley with them in 2003, been to Fraser 

Island several times, Noosa several times, had a week on a house boat and 4WD toured eastern 

Central Australia in 2008. 

We headed off up north to Tennant Creek, on the way we stopped at Devils Marbles, which could 

be described as a pile of massive boulders, which has a strange attraction. There was a lady in a 

caravan selling souvenirs and ice creams catching all the tourists. Worth a look if you are driving 

past. Next stop was Tennant Creek, then we visit the Top End. The photos below are of Devils 

Marbles and staying at Tennant Creek. 
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Day 14 & 15 ï We left Tennant Creek and drove to Mataranka which is only 100 kms south of 

Katherine. The start of the Top End, first thing we noticed is how much warmer it was compared to 

down south, swimming weather for Aussies that live down south, apparently it was too cold for the 

locals. This photo shows the beautiful Mataranka Thermal Pool. 
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The Mataranka thermal pools are best the known attraction, we camped within 2 minutes walk 

from the thermal pools, so we swam many times in the beautiful clear warm water which is set 

among Livistonia Palms. This photo shows the restaurant area which is outside as well with 

entertainment every night. This room gets flooded in the wet season, they have the wall marked 

for each year, water level marks were about 2 to 3 metres high. The clean up must be massive. 
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 We also went to the free barramundi feeding session at a nearby park. Using some bait the large 

barramundi are caught by the mouth with bare hands, quite extraordinary to see, everyone jumped 

when one was caught. Everyone must have been wishing they could throw a fishing line in. 

 

 

. 

Day 16 & 17 - After many swims at Mataranka we 

moved onto Katherine on the way we stopped at Cutta 

Cutta Limestone Caves. We have been to a few 

different limestone caves, these where just as 

impressive 

 

 

 

 

 

www.familyfriendlyozcamping.com.au


 For more Camping & Travel Australia Info 
Page 17 

www.familyfriendlyozcamping.com.au 
  

We travelled further to Katherine and camped 

near Katherine Gorge in Nitmiluk National 

Park. We setup camp and looked around and 

drove around Katherine and did the usual 

shopping. 

 The next day we went on a cruise down the 

Katherine Gorge and some paddled in 

canoes. We were told the story of the Gorge 

as we cruised along and saw some of the 

local wildlife. The gorge is spectacular and 

worth a look if you get the chance. 

What we found interesting in the buildings at 

Mataranka and at Katherine is they have 

measured marks on the walls showing how 

high the water levels get in the wet season. 

the water levels could be easily 2mtrs to 

4mtrs above ground level. 
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Day 18 & 19 - Next morning we drove up the 

Stuart Highway a bit further to visit the 

beautiful Litchfield National Park.  

Our first stop was a giant termite mound 

towering way above our heads. 

 Litchfield is well known for it's beautiful 

waterfalls and crystal clear swimming holes in 

which you can swim under the falls. The water 

falls are called Wangi Falls, Tolmer Falls, 

Florence Falls and the Buley Rockholes are 

cascades of water flowing down a creek. 

When we arrived at Litchfield in the afternoon 

we went to Wangi Falls and then decided to 

find a campground, we soon found that nearly 

everywhere was packed out, obviously need 

to get there early to get a decent camping site.  

 

We ended up on the worst place ever, the sign said for 4WD campers and no wonder is was just 

rocks, and to make it worse we had to pay for it. We left there as soon as we could the next 

morning and visited Florence Falls and Buley Rockholes and then drove to our next campsite at 

Berry Springs about 30 minutes from Darwin. 
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We are in Berry Springs about 30 kms south of Darwin, we chose to stay at Berry Springs as there 

is plenty to do in the area and we were only 30 minutes from Darwin. The park we stayed at Lakes 

Resort Caravan Park, they had a very cool water slide that we could use any time, so it was very 

easy to amuse the kids and adults! 

Day 20 ï We visited the Territory Wildlife Park which was great, mostly based around tropical and 

Top End wildlife, the highlight was the Bird of Prey display. 

 

 We also went to Berry Springs Nature Reserve which was another place to swim and relax. 
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Day 21 ï We drove into Darwin for the day and went shopping, toured and went to Aquascene fish 

feeding, we were able to feed hundreds of fish, sting rays etc that come in every day for the 

feeding. 

 

 Day 22 ï This day we stayed at the park all day, used the water slide many times and had a relax 

which we needed. That night we had a meal at the restaurant in the Park. That day was July 1st of 

July 2000, the first day our GST tax was started, so when we payed for the meal it was the first 

time we payed GST. 
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Day 23 ï We went to Darwin again, we were interested in going on a croc cruise so that we could 

see some crocs in their natural habitat and do some fishing. So we found a tour suitable which we 

were doing the next day. On the way home we stopped at Howard Springs, which has large 

Barramundi swimming in it which you are allowed to swim with. So a few of us did. 

 

 Day 24 ï Our tour guide was óHarryô we met him and he drove us to the Adelaide River where his 

very large ótinnyô was waiting for us. We all got aboard the boat and headed off down the river. The 

kids started counting the crocs on the banks of the river. They were everywhere, absolutely 

amazing, baby ones  up to about 5 metre crocs. The counting got past 100 they gave up too 

many! 
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We cruised along for about an hour and went past the 'Jumping Croc' Cruise Boat which is a 2 

hour cruise and they have a croc that jumps for bait beside the boat.  We told Harry we nearly 

went on that boat so we could see a croc jump, Harry said no problem he can do the same!! 

WOW!! 

 

So a bit later he said look over to the left and a croc was coming towards the boat. 
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 It was a croc about 2 metres long and we could see it right up close. 

 

  

Harry had a wooden pole with rope and tied bait on. The croc looked several times then jumped 

up for it. 
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We had lunch with a mate of Harryôs called Steve  he lived on a small island until the wet season 

starts, it gets flooded then. We got back onto the boat and returned, on the way back we saw 2 

buffalo, assorted birds and a croc swimming across with a kangaroo in its mouth. It was quite a 

day, far better than we thought it would be. We went back to camp, that was the  last day at Berry 

Springs, next day we go to Jabiru in Kakadu National Park. 

 

Day 25  & 26 - From Berry Springs NT we travelled to Jabiru in Kakadu National Park and stayed 

at the Kakadu Lodge & Caravan Park. The park had an excellent lagoon style swimming pool 

which got plenty of use 
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The next day we visited the óWindows of the Wetlands Centreô pretty much a tourist centre that 

displayed all about the wetlands. Then we went to the óYellowWaters Boardwalk' which was quite 

stunning, a variety of plant life and wildlife could be seen in all directions. 

 

 

Next we went to Jim Jim Falls which is a 4WD track only at the time but it was having some road 

work done, so it may be better by now. 
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The drive in was at least half an hour of corrugations, we were driving fairly slowly and feeling 

every corrugation until a tour bus went past doing about 80 kms per hour, then we did the same 

and skipped across the top of the corrugations, much better. 

 

 After parking the cars we had to walk across rocks for at least 20 minutes to get to the Falls, 

which were magnificent, the water was falling from very high into a pool and the green lush plants 

made it beautiful.  
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 Day 27 - We left Jabiru and drove to Daly Waters Historic Pub, which is the typical outback pub, 

decorated inside with anything and everything. Everyone who visits attaches things like clothing, 

business cards and weird stuff to the walls. 

 

We camped beside the pub in the camp ground which is quite alright with basic amenities, pub 

rooms are also available. When we got there it was quiet by night fall the camp ground was full. 

The pub has a pool, a covered outdoor BBQ area for meals as long as you like Beef or 

Barramundi with entertainment every night. We had a great time and have been back since then. 
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Day 28 - Travelled from Daley Waters to Barkly Homestead 

Day 29 - Next morning we went to Mount Isa, very much a mining town, stayed in a Caravan Park 

and went to the Mining Museum in the morning and then drove to Winton via Mckinlay. 

 

 Day 30 - Left Mount Isa and headed to Mckinlay, which is home to the 'Walkabout Creek Hotel' 

famous for the óCrocodile Dundeeô Movies. This one is a replica for tourists not the original shown 

in the movie. Still great to see, we had a beer there of course! 
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It displayed many photos and memorabilia from the movie. Around the corner from the hotel they 

were making new buildings for the next movie, which were only had a wooden frame at that stage. 

 

We then drove to Winton. When we got closer we saw on the map that a gravel road looked 

shorter. Guess what! It wasnôt! So we arrived about 6 oclock. Most places were booked out, luckily 

the North Gregory Hotel had 2 rooms, so each family squeezed into each room using some of our 

own bedding. Turned out to be a great adventure, kids loved it. We had our tea there and the 

hosts were terrific. The water did smell like órotten egg gasô which was not  good. 
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The North Gregory Hotel is where Banjo Paterson first sung óWaltzing Matildaô unfortunately the 

hotel has burnt down 4 times since then so it was not the original hotel. A museum has been built 

called the 'Waltzing Matilda Centre' dedicated to Banjo Paterson. 

 

This fascinating wall  is called 'Arnos Wall' created with anything and everything from the 20th 

century. This wall is behind the North Gregory Hotel it includes crazy stuff like motorbikes, tvs, 

microwaves, car and machinery parts, plumbing and much more. 
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Day 31 & 32 ï We left Winton QLD  and headed for Longreach. We setup camp in a caravan park 

and did the usual shopping to stock up and looked around Longreach. Longreach is home of the 

famous óStockmans Hall of Fameô which we visited the next day. 

 

The óStockmans Hall of Fameô really was worth the visit, full of Australiaôs farming  and outback 

history, being farmers ourselves it made it even more interesting. The displays have been creating 

in many ways to make them more interesting and interactive. The building itself is made of timber, 

stone and corrugated iron and is very unique and was opened in 1988. 
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Day 33 ï We left Longreach and travelled to Blackall, set up camp . Blackall has an Aquatic 

Centre with a Olympic size pool with a spa, but the difference the water is from an artesian bore. 

So the water was very warm even in the big pool, the spa was beautiful, nearly too hot to get into. 

We did stay there for quite awhile and relaxed. 

 

Day 34 & 35 ï We drove to Charlieville. The first night of our trip in Port Augusta on TV the 

Charlieville Camel  Races were advertised to be on 21st ï 23rd July, so we worked out itinerary so 

that we could be at Charlieville for the Camel Races. 
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The next day was an amazing day, first we walked to the Camel Races which was about 10 

minutes away.  About 6pm was a rodeo and after that was a Troy Cassar-Daley concert. 

 

Camel races are great fun, they also had yabby races, shearing competitions, feral goat races and 

more. The camels were funny, one ran the wrong way, they wouldnôt go when supposed too and 

we found itôs best to always bet on the favourite, they seem to always win. 
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There was a young racing camel for sale, his name was óBrother Billô looking very cute! We 

wanted to take him home! 

 

Later we went to the Rodeo and the Troy Cassar Daley concert, both were excellent and we were 

exhausted. 
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 Day 36 & 37 ï We left Charlieville and drove to Bourke stayed the night then travelled to Dubbo, 

stayed the night at Dubbo. 

 

Day 38 ï We went to the Dubbo Zoo and then travelled to West Wyalong 

 

 

 Day 39 & 40 ï On the home leg now drove from West Wyalong to Shepparton and then Home! 

Always good to get home after being away so long. 

It has been an absolutely amazing adventure seeing so much of Australia but you can see by the 

map there is so much more to see. Canôt Wait for the next adventure!! 
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